CELEBRATING 17 YEARS OF SINGLES GOLF IN AMERICA

Chicago, Illinois Chapter - American Singles Golf Association - December 2009

MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT
FORCADE
We had a fantastic year in 2009 with
more golf events than ever. We ended the
year in great shape financially, with fantastic membership growth and wonderful
prospects for 2010. I’m pleased to announce that we have filled our slate of
elected officers for 2010:
President – Bill Forcade
Golf Chair – Tim Dowling
Social Chair – Melanie Jones
Membership Chair – Marie Di Virgilio
Communications Chair – Will Hsiung
We hope to spend quite a bit of time in
2010 focusing on planning and organizing
social events in a manner that best serves
our members’ interests. If you have an
idea of how things should be organized,
drop Melanie an e-mail and join the social
committee, or just send us a note and give
us your ideas.
Tim Dowling has already indicated
some changes are in line for 2010, including the possibility of some organized weekday golf outings. Watch future e-mail
blasts and newsletters for more information.

We will be having our 2010 Board
planning meeting in January, so if you
have some ideas on changes or additions ASGA should make, let us know.
Have a Happy Holiday, and I hope to see
you in Orlando.

MESSAGE FROM GOLF
CHAIR DOWLING
Yes, the 2010 golf season is just
around the corner, and I NEED your
help. Planning is already underway –
courses have been contacted and dates
for outings are being finalized. Are there
any “hidden gems” out there that we
should add to the outing list? Would you
be interested in playing on a Wednesday
or Thursday afternoon? What about nine
holes – did you play any this year, and
should we expand the offerings for next
season? Would you be interested in coordinating or assisting at an event? If so,
which course?
This year, over 90 members volunteered to coordinate or assist at an
event. With over 225 members, that
means that only 40% have stepped up
and helped. We need more volunteers. If
you have never coordinated an event, I
will walk you through the steps, or you

Upcoming Events Include:
• Myrtle Beach in November - Details in newsletter & at
SinglesGolf.com/BattleAtTheBeach
• New Year's at ChampionsGate, Florida. Dec. 29-Jan. 1 - Details at
SinglesGolf.com/newyears
• We're Going to Scotland - August, 2010 - Details at
SinglesGolf.com/scotland
National Website: www.SinglesGolf.com
E-Mail: ASGANational@aol.com
Office Hours: 8:00am to 4:00pm, M-F (Eastern)
National Office: 704-889-4600 or 1-888-GOLFMATE

could help as an assistant. You are going
to play golf – why not help organize the
event?
One of my goals, along with Marie Di
Virgilio, our Membership Chair, is to develop a mentoring system for new members. We are looking for men and women
who would be interested in calling new
members, help explain the ropes and be
the “go to” person when they have questions. The more information we provide,
the more enjoyable it will be for everyone.
And, finally, I want to develop an ASGA
course rating system. I definitely need
everyone’s help and opinion. I am asked
quite often if XYZ Golf Course is suitable
for a person’s game. My only point of reference is based on the way I hit the ball,
and I have found that that information is
totally irrelevant to someone with a different skill level. I need a perspective from
the forward tees, the middle tees and the
back tees. The important information
needed includes: Is there a lot of water in
play? Are there forced carries? Is it too
narrow? Is it “target golf”? I need answers
to these questions.
Please respond to me at timdowling00@
yahoo.com and give me your thoughts on
any of the above. If you’re interested in

Regular Meeting Date: SECOND TUESDAY of each month
Next Mingle: Holiday Party - Sunday, December 13th, 2009
Mingle Location: Molly Malone’s Irish Pub
Our Website: www.ASGAChicago.org
(See next page for list of officers and board members.)
To join, renew dues, make a change of address, phone, etc.,
call National Hotline at left or go to www.SinglesGolf.com/join

Chicago Chapter
of the
American Singles Golf Association

becoming a mentor, please contact
Marie at m.divirgilio@comcast.net.
Let’s plan for and have a great 2010
golf season!!

MESSAGE FROM MELANIE
JONES, 2010 SOCIAL CHAIR
President
Bill Forcade
bforcade@jenner.com
312-923-2964
Immediate Past President
Karen O’Donnell
drkarenodonnell@sbcglobal.net
708-798-2224
Golf Chairperson
Tim Dowling
timdowling00@yahoo.com
847-370-3470
Social Chairperson
Enid Chesler
enidechesler@gmail.com
773-857-0880
Membership Chairperson
Marie Di Virgilio
m.divirgilio@comcast.net
847-691-6612
Communications Chairperson
Will Hsiung
whsiung@comcast.net
847-397-9896
Secretary
Melanie Jones
griffisjones@msn.com
815-464-8937
Treasurer
Brian Krauss
briankrauss@comcast.net
630-279-6751
Website
Robert Geeve
rgeeve@sbcglobal.net
630-587-1862
Newsletter Editor
Judy Johnson
judy.johnson@us.mcd.com
630-696-2409
Legal
Robin Rash
rrash@inlandgroup.com
630-323-9116

Please check the Web Page for any
last minute changes
http://www.asgachicago.org/

Whether you have already signed on
or just now decided to join the fun, we
are having a short meeting of the 2010
Social Committee Extraordinaire at the
December 13th party at Molly Malone’s.
While we will all be there to socialize,
let’s take a half hour to talk about what
we are going to do to make 2010 the
best ever within ASGA for fun “other than
on the golf course.” Fun on the golf
course is up to Tim Dowling and each
member’s own willingness to practice
during the winter months, take lessons,
etc.
We will be talking about the spring
dinner/dance, great new ideas for the
mingles and other activities people want
to offer, as well as who is going to do
what. Terry Ready has a GREAT idea
for making the mingles fun for everyone.
Come and hear more about it!
If you aren’t coming to the holiday
party on the 13th but want to be on the
SCE, e-mail me. I will put you on the list
for future activities. My e-mail address is
griffisjones@msn.com. I thank you in
advance for your participation and look
forward to lots of really fun social events!

PAST EVENTS
End-of-Season Dinner/Dance, 11/14
Eighty ASGA members partied the
night away on Saturday, November 14 at
Maggiano’s in Oak Brook, celebrating a
great year of events. We wined and

dined on a sumptuous five-course meal
and then danced to our old-time favorites.
Rewards and awards were distributed as
we closed out and “looked back” at a great
year of golf. 2009 came and went in a
blink and a flash, and we celebrated with
fun, blinky-light sunglasses and danced to
some of the disco era’s greatest hits. If
success can be measured in the number
of people still dancing at last call, then we
know it was a hit!!!

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
86th Annual Christmas Spirits Show,
12/9
Our very own Art Garwin will once again
participate in the Chicago Bar Association’s Annual Christmas Spirits Show on
Wednesday, December 9, at the DePaul
Merle Reskin Theatre at 60 E. Balbo Drive
in Chicago. This year’s show is entitled,
“I’m a Lawyer, Get Me out of Here!” It is a
pre-paid event, so if you want to attend,
contact Art at agarwin@staff.abanet.org to
see if you can still get in.
ASGA Holiday Party, 12/13
Celebrate the holidays with the 2009
ASGA Board on Sunday, December 13 at
Molly Malone’s Irish Pub, 7652 W. Madison in Forest Park. Festivities will start at
11:30 a.m., as we cheer the Bears as they
play the Packers. Enjoy complimentary
appetizers with friends while reminiscing
about golf outings of the year gone by.
Food will be provided from 12:00 to 2:00 at
no charge, while liquid refreshments will
be on your own. E-mail your reservation to
enidechesler@gmail.com, and you will
receive an e-mail confirmation. This is a
members-only event with a deadline of
Friday, December 4. Let’s close out 2009
in style with a Bears victory!!!

WEEKLY E-MAILS
If you are not receiving the weekly e-mail
blasts from our Communications Chair,
Will Hsiung, you may need to add his email address (whsiung@comcast.net) to
your address book or safe list. For help on
this, go to images.ed4.net/images/htdocs/
addressbook/. If you don’t have an email
address, call any of the Board Members
listed in this newsletter for more information on any event.

UPDATE YOUR NATIONAL
MEMBER PROFILE
If you want to update your membership
information on the National website, get
your ASGA membership number from your
membership card or your copy of the
monthly newsletter and go to the National
website at http://www.singlesgolf.com/
roster.php. If you don’t have a password,
you can request one from National. Enter
your membership ID and password, and
you can edit your membership information
to include your cell phone number.

PHOTOS
Anyone who takes photos at the events
may send them to Robert Geeve
(rgeeve@sbcglobal.net) for inclusion on
the website. A zip file of the photos is preferred, but individual photo attachments
will also be acceptable. Or if you prefer to
copy your photos to a CD and send it to
Robert, that’s okay too. Just please send
them as soon as possible after the outing.
Robert has changed the format on the
website in which the photos are displayed,
so please take a look and let him know of
any comments you may have.

ABOUT OUR MEMBERS
Happy Birthday to these members:
Bob Almada - 12/06
Deborah Anderson - 12/14
Susan Bemis - 12/02
Hank Calzaretta - 01/05
Dennis Cowhey - 12/29
Katie Dudley - 12/10
Linda Ewing - 01/11
Linda Googins - 12/29
JoAnn Graske - 12/20
Judy Haley - 12/16
Don Hanson Jr. - 12/29
Cathy Hill - 01/12

Stephen Kehr - 01/03
Mary Kozlov - 01/14
Anita Lester - 12/23
Rebecca Marquardt - 12/17
Mary O'Brien - 12/01
James Poplette - 12/02
Patricia Porter - 12/01
Terry Ready - 12/21
Karen Renzi - 12/13
Donna Rutana - 12/01
Pamela Schau - 12/07
Haseena Shaheed - 01/13
Mary Ellen Tobin - 01/13
Lisa Van Sant - 12/22
These members are up for renewal:
(date shown is last day of membership)
Arthur Rubalcaba - 12/31/2009
These members recently renewed:
Joe O'Malley
These members did not renew their
dues:
(date shown is date membership expired)
Kathi Brown - 10/31/2009

thought. Bob moved an opponents ball that was at rest, two
stroke penalty.
Answer is.
A. No penalty and the ball must be replaced. While searching for a player's ball,
if an opponent, causes the ball to move,
there is no penalty. If the ball is moved it
must be replaced. The applicable rule is
USGA rule 18-3 and 18-4.
Larry and I were playing golf on a course
we had not previously played. We both
mistakenly teed off on what we thought
was the 5th hole. We immediately noticed
that we were actually on the hole number
11. Is there a penalty for mistakenly teeing
off on the wrong hole? What should we
have done?
A. No penalty. This is an honest
mistake. Re-tee on the correct
hole.
B. One stroke penalty

Our chapter currently has 214 members.

Rules and More Rules
Larry's ball landed in the rough adjacent to a tree line, which this time of year
is covered with leaves. While helping
Larry find his ball in the search through
the leaves, Bob, one of the other members of the foursome inadvertently
moved Larry’s ball. Scott, a member of
the foursome said, "That's a shame Bob,
but no good deed goes unpunished,
moving Larry’s ball will cost you two
strokes. Is this correct? What is the correct ruling?
A. No penalty. The accidental
movement of an opponents
ball while helping him look for
his ball results in no penalty.
B. One stroke penalty, the rules
know no mercy. Bob moved
an opponents ball that was at
rest, one stroke penalty.
C. Two stoke penalty, the rules
are even tougher than Scott

C. Two stroke penalty
D. Finish playing the hole. Later
play the correct hole. No penalty.
What is the correct answer and why?
The correct answer is C, a two stroke
penalty. The penalty for teeing from anywhere outside the tee box is two strokes,
under USGA Rule 11-4. Clearly teeing
from the wrong tee box is outside the tee
box from which you should have teed off.
After taking the penalty, you should re-tee
on the correct hole (in this case hole #5).
You will be hitting 3.

CELEBRATING 17 YEARS OF SINGLESGOLF IN AMERICA

AMERICAN SINGLES GOLF ASSOCIATION — December 2009

Celebrate New Year’s in Orlando
Okay, “last chance for romance” doesn’t really mean that. But since it
rhymed, it was a good find. (Okay, I’ll quit trying to be the poet!) We do
hope you find some romance these holidays!

online registration. You can also register over the phone: 704-889-4600
until noon each day. See you there!

A Bridge to Somewhere - Like Scotland!

Through the end of October, 200 members have signed-up for our trip
to
Scotland, July 31-August 8, 2010. For as little as $2,578, you can
ChampionsGate Resort - - What a Winner!
enjoy eight days in Scotland, plenty of golf and food! St. Andrews, ScotWe were here last year and it's just the perfect venue for our group.
land is no doubt the most special place on this planet for golfers. We'll
Open to all ASGA members. Yes, you are invited to the largest gathering
stay at the beautiful Fairmont Hotel on the outskirts of St. Andrews and
of singles who golf in the world!
on the edge of the North Sea then head to Edinburgh for two days.
We have room for about another 40-50 people. At this point, you'll
only need to put 10% down. Details are at SinglesGolf.com/Scotland

Did Your Chapter Hold its Elections?
Here’s what you’ll get and what it’ll cost you . . .
Who:
When:
Where:
What:
Why:

Open to all ASGA Members
Tuesday, December 29, 2009 - Friday, January 1, 2010
Omni Orlando Resort at ChampionsGate, Florida
3-Night Stay, 6 Food functions (incl. New Year’s Eve plated
dinner), 2 Rounds of Golf, DJ dancing and more...
To meet friends you didn’t know you had!

Standard Package Rate is $ 450.24 PER PERSON, DOUBLE OCCUPANCY, IF PAYING BY CHECK. $469.00 if paying by a major credit
card.
New Year’s Day falls on a Friday this year and our event begins on Tuesday.
The beauty of this is that you can arrive as many as three (3) days early
and stay up to three (3) days late and it will only cost you $64 per person
(based on dlb. occ.) to stay an additional night, or $128 to room by yourself. Orlando offers so much more and our online website can give you
links to other things to do while there, such as visiting Mickey, SeaWorld,
MGM, etc. Look for the official registration form in this newsletter, or go
to the website (SinglesGolf.com/newyears) for complete details and

In October, chapters should have elected their chapter president for
the 2010 calendar year beginning January 1. At the November meetings, chapters are suppose to elect their committee heads. All of this is
according to your chapter bylaws (www.SinglesGolf.com/bylaws).
If you have not elected your leaders for next year, please make sure
you do it by the end of November. As soon as you have completed your
elections, please inform the national office by submitting the new names
to: www.SinglesGolf.com/newleaders

A Time to Give a Little Thanks
“Thank you’s” are something we should and probably do hand out
daily. At this time of the year, we do look back and can be very thankful
for all of the folks who’ve made this year a success. But special thankyou’s go out to our chapter presidents. These are the folks on the front
line who accept as volunteers the burden of anything headed their way.
When someone else doesn’t do their job, it’s the chapter president who
fills in. So take a little time this year to thank your president and other
chapter leaders who’ve made a difference. Give ‘em a big hug!
- - Tom Alsop, President / Founder, ASGA
Phone 704-889-4600 or 1-888-GOLFMATE
GolfASGA@aol.com - www.SinglesGolf.com

