
FROM PRESIDENT PIERZ 
   The new 2011 ASGA Board had their 
first meeting at the Links and Tees Golf 
Dome in Addison on January 9th.  Michael 
Daugherty, Treasurer, presented our in-
come statements and balance sheets be-
ginning this year.  He asked that commit-
tees have their budget requests ready for 
the next meeting scheduled for February 
20, at 1:00 (at the Golf Dome).  All mem-
bers are welcome.  
   If you have any suggestions for social 
events that ASGA could participate in, 
please email Karen Stika or Kevin Berg. 
The Tee-Off Dinner is set for Saturday, 
April 2, at the Diplomat West.  Volunteers 
to help plan the dinner are most welcome. 
Remember, this is a not for profit organiza-
tion run by volunteers.  We are only as 
good as our members make it.  In the 
meantime watch the weekly blasts from 
Ken Kusumoto for up and coming gather-
ings that are being planned.   
   Alternative methods of attracting new 
members was an item on the agenda. 
Groupon.com, Facebook, and PayPal 
were discussed as ways of making events 
easier to attend and advertise our organi-
zation.  There were no motions to incorpo-
rate any of these at this time.   
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   Tim Ryan, webmaster, has been busy 
reconfiguring our web page…Tim is so 
creative.  Please be sure to check it out 
at www.asgachicago.org. 
   Tim Dowling, golf chair extraordinaire, 
is requesting suggestions for new loca-
tions for the 2011 Club Championship 
and The Scramble.  Though absent from 
the board meeting, he had budget re-
quests ready for this year.  
   In conclusion, stay warm, and pray for 
an early spring and greener fairways!!! 
PLEASE remember, that all members 
are invited to attend our board meetings 
sharing their time and ideas!  See you 
soon! 

 
LOTS OF GOOD  
INFORMATION FROM GOLF 
CHAIR, TIM DOWLING 
   It is February and we have a lot to do 
before we tee it up in the Midwest.  The 
2011 golf schedule is coming along.  Our 
first event will be at Springbrook on May 
7th.  I will not be posting any more 
events until at least the middle of March 
but rest assured the season will be full of 
interesting and challenging courses. 
Also, since 2011 will be my last season 
as golf chair I am looking for someone 

that would be interested in “shadowing” 
me to learn about the scheduling process 
and be willing to help out this season and 
to take over next year.  The only experi-
ence needed is a love for the game.  Give 
me a call at 847.370.3470 or drop me a 
note at timdowling00@gmail.com for more 
information. 
 
2011 CDGA Handicap Renewal and New 
Registration: 
   If you had an active CDGA Handicap in 
2010 this is just a reminder that all handi-
cap membership expired at the end of 
December.  Now is the time to go online 
and renew.  Just go to www.cdga.org and 
go “My CDGA Caddie Login” and input 
your CDGA number and password.   You 
will be directed to your homepage where 
you will see “My Memberships”.  Click on 
“renew”.   The basic cost is just $20 plus a 
$2.50 Internet processing fee.   For a few 
dollars more, I recommend signing up for 
the Gold Membership.  The additional 
benefits include The Chicago Golfer maga-
zine, discount green fees at “Member Day 
Golf Events” and award points that can be 
redeemed for gifts and other items.  All of 
these benefits more than make up for the 
extra charge. 
   If you are getting a handicap for the first 

 

Upcoming Events Include (see SinglesGolf.com/events) 
 

• Wilmington's Beach Blast - Dates:  April 1-3, 2011.   
Details at www.SinglesGolf.com/WilmingtonBeachBlast 
 

• ASGA Heads to Maui, Hawaii - March 2-9, 2011.  
 

• Memorial Day Weekend Reunion - Details TBA.   
Dates:  May 26-29, 2011 

 
 

Office Hours:  9:00am to 2:00pm, M-F (Eastern) 
National Office:  704-889-4600 or 1-888-GOLFMATE 

 
 

Next Mingle:  TBD 
Mingle Location:  TBD 
Our Website:  www.ASGAChicago.org 
(See next page for list of officers and board members.) 
To join, renew dues, make a change of address, phone, etc., 
call National Hotline at left or go to www.SinglesGolf.com/join 
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Please check the Web Page for any 
last minute changes  

http://www.asgachicago.org/ 

time (or transferring from another CDGA 
Club) I can save you the Internet process-
ing fee.   Just go to www.asgachicago.org 
and click on “Form’s Etc”.   At the top of 
the page click on “Handicap Registration 
Form” and the form will be downloaded to 
your computer.  Print it out and fill in the 
blanks.   Put it in an envelope along with a 
check for $20 (made out to ASGA Chi-
cago) to me and I will have you up and 
running in a few minutes. 
   Having an official handicap allows you to 
play in competitive golf events and helps 
you track your progress during the season 
and from year to year. 
   And last but not least, please mark your 
calendar for April 14th.  That will be the 
Golf Event Coordinators Meeting.  All Co-
ordinators, Assistant Coordinators and 
members thinking about helping at an 
event are urged to attend. 

 
GOLF DOME EVENTS  
Prepare for Spring Golf 
   Sunday golf practice sessions continue 
at the Links and Tees Golf Dome in Addi-
son.  Simply show up at the Dome at 3:00 
and look for the ASGA group. We will have 
reserved stalls. Generally, we go out for 
dinner after the Dome event.  Bill Forcade 
is the only person to open and close stalls, 
pay for the total event, and recover the 
money from the individual participants.  
  

     Links & Tees Golf Facility 
     880 W. Lake St. 
     Addison, IL  60101 
     630-458-2660 
     www.addisonparkdistrict.org 

 
GET ME THROUGH THIS  
WINTER 
   Below are upcoming gatherings more 
details to follow as we get closer to the 
dates.  
 
Saturday, February 5, Dinner at Harry 
Caray’s   
   Originally I planned on outdoor skating 
party, but I'm tired of the cold weather so 
on Saturday February 5 at 5:30 pm we'll 
be meeting for dinner in the bar area of 
Harry Caray's in Lombard http://www.harry 
carays.com/restaurants_lombard.html .   
For those of you that want to see a movie 
after dinner, we'll go around the corner to 

AMC Yorktown 17.  I'll bring the list of 
movies/times.  Please email or call me if 
you'll be joining us on Saturday, February 
5.  Karen Stika, kstika@att.net, 
630.915.1933. 
 
Saturday, February 12, DJ & Dancing  
   Valentine dance party at the Hyatt 
Woodfield, Schaumburg 8pm. $5 cover. 
This is a Thunderbird dance group that 
usually draws 700 to 900 singles. So come 
and join the fun! 
  
Friday, February 25, Pizza Friday  
   Ed & Joe's, Tinley Park 
 
Saturday, March 19, Improv  
   We'll be in the Wrigleyville neighborhood 
at Comedy Sportz on Belmont Avenue, 
Chicago  
 
Friday, March 25, Fish Fry and White 
Pines Golf Dome  Bensenville 
 
Saturday, April 2, Tee-Off Dinner Dance 
   At the Diplomat West in Elmhurst. Cost 
will be $68 and includes dinner, open bar, 
and DJ dancing. The theme will be Dolls 
and Gangsters roaring 20's style. Accesso-
ries will be provided. 
  
Friday, April 29, Top Golf, Wood Dale 

 
MONTHLY HUMOR 
   A golfer, now into his golden years, had 
a lifelong ambition to play the 17th hole at 
TPC Sawgrass in Ponte Verde, Fla. , ex-
actly the way the pros do it. 
   The pros drive the ball out over the water 
onto the small green that is on a small spit 
of land.. It was something the golfer had 
tried hundreds of times without success. 
His ball had always fallen short, into the 
water. 
   Because of this, he never used a new 
ball on this particular hole. He always 
picked out one that had a cut or a nick, as 
did many other "average" golfers when 
negotiating very challenging holes. 
   Recently he went to Sawgrass to try 
again. When he came to the fateful hole, 
he teed up an old, cut ball as usual, and 
said a silent prayer. 
    However, before he could hit the ball, a 
powerful voice from above seemed to be 
booming out from the clouds, saying: 
  



   "Wait! Replace that old ball with a brand 
new one." 
   The golfer complied, with some slight 
misgivings, despite the fact that this same 
force seemed to be implying that he was 
going to finally achieve his lifelong ambi-
tion. As he stepped up to the tee once 
more, the voice came down again: 
"Wait. Step back. Take a practice swing."  
   So he stepped back and took a practice 
swing, certain now that this heavenly force 
was going to make his dream come true. 
   The voice boomed out again: "Take an-
other practice swing." 
   Dutifully, he did. He stopped expectantly 
and waited .. 
   A long silence followed ... Then the voice 
again: 
   "Use the old ball."  
 
Rules and More Rules 
Improving dropped ball area 
   In stroke play, Larry was in the process 
of taking relief from ground under repair 
through the green. However, before he 
dropped the ball, he removed sand and 
loose dirt from the area in which he 
dropped the ball. Was Larry's action a 
rules violation. What is the ruling? 
  

A. There is a one stroke penalty. 

B. There is a two stroke penalty. 

C.There is no penalty. 

 
 
   The answer is B.  There is a two stroke 
penalty. Rule 13, the Play the ball as it lies 
rule applies. While taking relief is allowed, 
as per Rule 13-2, one can not improve the 
area in which you are about to drop or 
place a ball. The penalty for doing so in 
match play is loss of hole, in stroke play 
the penalty is two strokes. 

Use of training aid during a stroke-
play round 
   During a stroke-play round, there was 
a long wait at a difficult par-3 hole. After 
waiting on the tee for 10 minutes to play, 
Larry took out a weighted donut, slipped 
it onto the head of his 3-wood and took 
several practice swings to loosen up 
before hitting his shot. The rules official 
said that he thought Larry was in viola-
tion for using an artificial aid during a 
round. Should Larry be penalized? What 
is the correct ruling?  
 

A. Disqualification  

B. One stroke penalty for each swing 
taken with the donut on his club 
head  

C. Two stroke penalty  

D. There is no penalty since the donut 
was only used for practice swings  

 
 
And The Answer Is…. 
   The correct answer: A. disqualification. 
Rule 14-3. pertains and addresses the 
use of artificial devices, unusual equip-
ment and unusual use of equipment dur-
ing a round. Decision 14-3/10 specifically 
mentions a weighted donut as being 
prohibited and use of such during a 
round would result in disqualification. 

 
ABOUT OUR MEMBERS 
Happy Birthday to these members: 
Brett Bradfield - 02/01 
Debora Braun - 03/12 
Kathy Braun - 02/17 
Reeny Caveney - 02/20 
Karen DeMars - 02/16 
Tim Dowling - 02/08 
Tim Flannigan - 03/01 
Martell Gangler - 02/09 

Sharon Hensley - 02/04 
Susan Herman - 02/28 
Douglas MacFarlane - 03/13 
Louise Malmin - 02/04 
Fred McEwen - 02/09 
Stephen Mueller - 03/02 
Margaret Muller - 02/12 
Janet Nigrelli - 03/06 
John O'Connor - 02/19 
Margaret Onken - 02/10 
Nancy Pierz - 03/03 
Judy Reinhardt - 02/14 
Tim Ryan - 03/08 
Madelon Silgalis - 03/02 
William Terpstra - 02/07 
Jay Thompson - 03/07 
Sandra Trilli - 02/01 
Tom Ullsperger - 02/20 
Laurie Wessels - 03/10 
Peter Wisniewski - 03/04 
Melissa Woolsey - 02/08 
 
These members are up for renewal: 
(date shown is last day of membership) 
Nancy Ellis - 02/28/2011 
Karen Johnson - 02/28/2011 
Bob O'Donnell - 02/28/2011 
Margaret Quinn - 02/28/2011 
Carol Reichart - 02/28/2011 
Madelon Silgalis - 02/28/2011 
Joe Torcivia - 02/28/2011 
Laurie Wessels - 02/28/2011 
 
Welcome newest members: 
Michele McKinney - Joined 01/01/2011 
 
These members recently renewed: 
Deborah Bradel 
Arthur Garwin 
Joanne Klumpp 
John Weitzner 
Ted Zillmer 
 
Our chapter currently has 211 members 
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Register Up Until Late February! 
 

EVENT DATES:  March 2-9, 2011 
LOCATION:  Fairmont Kea Lani, Maui, Hawaii 
WHO CAN ATTEND:  Any ASGA Member 

 
   Sometimes opportunities present themselves and you have to 
act - - quickly.  This happened recently when we started probing 
hotel rates in Hawaii for a wintertime event. (Yes, even at 80 
degrees, they still call it winter!) 
   So without a lot of notice, we’ve presented our membership 
with a upcoming event that is sure to woo.  Three rounds of golf 
at Wailea (site of past years’ Wendy’s Skin Games), seven 
nights at the beautiful Fairmont Kea Lani and eight food func-
tions.   
   Over 20 members have signed-up already and we’ll continue 
to register members all the way up until late February.  We 
scheduled the event to begin on a Wednesday (March 2) and 
end on a Wednesday (March 9) as we found airlines were more 
likely to allow us to use our points and miles. 
   There is a registration form attached with this newsletter and 
all details, updates, etc. are at the event website: 
 

www.SinglesGolf.com/Hawaii 
 
   You can save money by rooming with a friend.  If you don’t 
know anyone who’s attending, we can possibly pair you with a 
same-sex roommate subject to availability.  Deposit info is on 
the site along with a daily itinerary and excursion info. 

Wilmington’s Beach Blast 
   Our Wilmington, NC chapter is hosting their Beach Blast multi-
chapter golf weekend, April 2-4.  Wilmington’s done a great job 
hosting the “Winter Chill” events over the years, now it’s time to 
head to the Carolinas for some beautiful springtime golf.  Enjoy 
new friends and renew old acquaintances playing Masonboro 
Country Club on Saturday and Beau Rivage on Sunday.  And, 
of course, there’s good food and great fun to be had by all. 
   Details at www.SinglesGolf.com/WilmingtonBeachBlast 
 

Updating Your Phone, Address Online is Easy! 
   If the information we have on file for you has changed, i.e. 
your handicap, your home phone, address, etc., or you want to 
add your cell phone to your roster, you can do all that yourself 
by going to the homepage at www.SinglesGolf.com 
   We’re a volunteer organization but please don’t rely on others 
in your chapter to update your personal info.  Do it online! 
 

Newsletters Going Green:  You Must Act Now! 
   For about 18 years now, the national office has been printing 
news-letters for local chapters and mailing them via “snail mail.”  
However, for the past two years, we’ve worked out the kinks on 
getting your news-letter to you via e-mail.  Advantage: you get 
your newsletter 3-6 days earlier than through snail mail.   
   Therefore, effective with the March, 2011 newsletters, every 
member who has an e-mail address on file with the national 
office will be sent an electronic newsletter UNLESS you OPT-IN 
for a printed newsletter.  Members joining or renewing after 
January 1, 2011 will automatically receive e-newsletters unless 
they opt-in for a printed newsletter. If you choose a printed 
newsletter, you will not receive the electronic newsletter any 
longer.  Details at SinglesGolf.com/newsletters 
 
 

Free Dues Thru March 31 
   Want to give a friend a “free sample” of ASGA membership?  
Unless your chapter has opted-out of this offer, get info on how 
this works at www.SinglesGolf.com/FreeDuesUntilMarch31 
and get the details.  Hopefully, when golf season kicks-off (for 
those of us north of southern Florida, these folks will be im-
pressed enough and will join our Association for good! 

 

   - Tom Alsop, President / Founder 
American Singles Golf Association  




