CELEBRATING 18 YEARS OF SINGLES GOLF IN AMERICA

Chicago, Illinois Chapter - American Singles Golf Association - March 2011

FROM PRESIDENT PIERZ
I am sure many of you are happy the
Blizzard of 2011 is behind us, and are
counting the days to: The END of the winter season…two dozen days as of this
writing! The ASGA Tee Off Dinner
Dance… one month, plus one week. The
Golf Coordinators Meeting for the 2011
season…an even 50 days. Tom Ullsberger’s New Mexico Trip…six decades of
days plus two. Our first golf outing at
Seven Bridges…another even six dozen
days. If you want the actual date of these
events, check out our newly designed
website created by Tim Ryan.
I was lucky enough to be in Omaha last
week when the temperature reached 68
degrees. I did not have my clubs along,
but pushing my grandson around the
Omaha Zoo was inspiring that Spring is
just around the corner. That evening the
local news station highlighted the fact the
THREE golf courses in the area were open
for business!
Your ASGA Board met at the Golf Dome
in Addison on February 20th for our second meeting. Highlights included a decision to use MeetUp Group as a way of
advertising and attracting new members.
The annual budget was reviewed and dis-

cussed, once budget requests were presented. Kevin Berg is busy finalizing
plans for our kickoff dinner on April 2,
while Karen Stika is continuing to plan
gatherings for ASGA members at various
locations in the Chicago area. If you
have an idea or suggestion for ASGA
members to socialize or gather until our
actual golf season starts, email Karen or
Kevin. I am sure they are willing to listen
to your suggestions.
Our next board meeting is scheduled
for Sunday, April 11th. Please join us for
some fun, and MAYBE nine holes of
golf!!!

GOLF DOME EVENTS
Prepare for Spring Golf
The next “official” Sunday golf practice
session at the Links and Tees Golf
Dome in Addison is March 20th. Simply
show up at the Dome by 4:00 and look
for the ASGA group. We will have reserved stalls. Generally, we go out for
dinner after the Dome event. Bill Forcade is the only person to open and
close stalls, pay for the total event, and
recover the money from the individual
participants.

Links & Tees Golf Facility
880 W. Lake St.
Addison, IL 60101
630-458-2660
www.addisonparkdistrict.org
You are of course welcome to go any
other Sunday with fellow ASGA members.
Bill Forcade is out of town and won’t be
able to chaperone your attempts to get
warmed up until the 20th.

GET ME THROUGH THIS
WINTER
Below are upcoming gatherings more details to follow as we get closer to the dates.
Friday, March 25th
6:00 pm Friday, March 25, Fish Fry and
White Pines Golf Dome, Bensenville, email
or call Karen Stika if you're coming,
kstika@att.net or 630.915.1933.
Saturday, April 2, Tee-Off Dinner Dance
at the Diplomat West in Elmhurst. Cost will
be $68 and includes dinner, open bar, and
DJ dancing. The theme will be Dolls and
Gangsters roaring 20's style. Accessories
will be provided.
Kevin's email address for the event is
ASGAchicago@hotmail.com.

Upcoming Events Include (see SinglesGolf.com/events)
• ASGA Heads to Maui, Hawaii - March 2-9, 2011.
• Wilmington's Beach Blast - Dates: April 1-3, 2011.

Details at www.SinglesGolf.com/WilmingtonBeachBlast
• Memorial Day Weekend Reunion - See attached flyer.

Dates: May 26-29, 2011
Office Hours: 9:00am to 2:00pm, M-F (Eastern)
National Office: 704-889-4600 or 1-888-GOLFMATE

Next Mingle: TBD
Mingle Location: TBD
Our Website: www.ASGAChicago.org
(See next page for list of officers and board members.)
To join, renew dues, make a change of address, phone, etc.,
call National Hotline at left or go to www.SinglesGolf.com/join
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Please check the Web Page for any
last minute changes
http://www.asgachicago.org/

This is a prepay event. Checks are due
before March 25th. Please send a check
payable to ASGA to:
Kevin Berg
9421 Harlem Ave.
Morton Grove, IL 60053
Early sign up will be greatly appreciated.
Sign up by email and send your check so
that we can plan according. You will be
confirmed for the event when Kevin sends
an email to you that he received your
check.

From Treasurer Michael
Daugherty
A new policy has been put into place
requiring that a reimbursement form be
filled out and submitted for any personal
expenditures made that are ASGA Chicago related business to a scheduled
event. The form is located on the website
under the Events Coordinator tab. Just
print out the form, attach the original receipts and submit the form to Michael for
review / approval / check.

Reading the Green
By Hank Haney

Distance control is the most important
aspect in putting but you still have to be
able to figure out which way your ball will
break. One thing to consider is when an
architect designs a golf course he has to
have at least a half-inch to an inch of slope
for every 10 feet of green. So that means
that every putt you have is either a little
uphill, downhill or sidehill. There will never
be a flat spot on the green. The best may
to figure out your break is to imagine that
you dropped a big bucket of water on the
green. Where would the water flow? That
is the direction you ball will break, in the
direction the water would flow off the
green. Examine the whole green, imagine
your bucket of water dumping on the green
and where does all the water go. Now
when you look at your hole and you look at
the break that you are going to have on
your putt, remember that 85% of all putts
are missed on the low side of the hole.
That is why it is called the amateur side,
when you miss on the low side of the cup.
85% people that putt think they are playing
enough break but they do not. So play a
little extra break because you have a much

better chance of making a putt if it is coming in from the high side as opposed to the
low side. Play more break, hit your putts
the right speed and you are going to shoot
lower scores.

ABOUT OUR MEMBERS
Happy Birthday to these members:
Debora Braun - 03/12
Deborah Brice - 04/15
Tom Cech - 03/24
Catherine Duke - 03/25
Tim Flannigan - 03/01
Patrice Jordan - 04/04
Joanne Klumpp - 03/22
Jason Leonard - 03/29
Judi Loria - 04/09
Douglas MacFarlane - 03/13
Ron McMahon - 04/11
David Moretti - 03/31
Stephen Mueller - 03/02
Janet Nigrelli - 03/06
Elaine Nissen - 03/18
Nancy Pierz - 03/03
Tim Ryan - 03/08
Jay Thompson - 03/07
Peter Wisniewski - 03/04
These members are up for renewal:
(date shown is last day of membership)
Kimberly Armatys - 03/31/2011
Jayne Austin - 03/31/2011
Kevin Berg - 03/31/2011
Lisa Bishoff - 03/31/2011
John Bitner - 03/31/2011
Brett Bradfield - 03/31/2011
Hank Calzaretta - 03/31/2011
Karen DeMars - 03/31/2011
Kim Denkewalter - 03/31/2011
Marcy Dub - 03/31/2011
Frank Filippi - 03/31/2011
Robert Geeve - 03/31/2011
Stanley Halcarz - 03/31/2011
Paul Hervey - 03/31/2011
Sharon Hillman - 03/31/2011
William Hsiung - 03/31/2011
Mary Joy - 03/31/2011
Ray Kalal - 03/31/2011
Ruth Kubancek - 03/31/2011
Linda Lapriore - 03/31/2011
Jason Leonard - 03/31/2011
Louise Malmin - 03/31/2011
Jan Marx - 03/31/2011
Debra Mayer - 03/31/2011
Joanna Medwick - 03/31/2011
Paul Moss - 03/31/2011
Elaine Nissen - 03/31/2011

John O'Connor - 03/31/2011
Cynthia Oliver - 03/31/2011
Barbara Panek - 03/31/2011
Karen Renzi - 03/31/2011
Tim Ryan - 03/31/2011
Flo Slisz - 03/31/2011
Maggie Smith - 03/31/2011
Walter Thiel - 03/31/2011
Mary Ellen Tobin - 03/31/2011
Bob Wier - 03/31/2011
Welcome newest members:
Jim Voinovich - Joined 02/02/2011
These members recently renewed:
Carol Browne
Nancy Ellis
Ron McMahon
Laurence Nelligan
Bob O'Donnell
Gretchen Oie
Karen Stika
Joe Torcivia
These members did not renew their
dues:
(date shown is date membership expired)
Linda Ewing - 01/31/2011
Dee Giese - 01/31/2011
Karen Johnson - 02/28/2011
Kerry Malm - 01/31/2011
Bryan Morley - 01/31/2011
Yvette Mulryan - 01/31/2011
Barbara Peterson - 01/31/2011
Margaret Quinn - 02/28/2011
Carol Reichart - 02/28/2011
Madelon Silgalis - 02/28/2011
Delores Simon - 01/31/2011
Laurie Wessels - 02/28/2011
Our chapter currently has 203 members.

Rules and More Rules
Relief for a ball in pitch mark
We were walking the course on a cart
path only day. The course was somewhat soft, due to the previous days rain.
Larry's drive embedded half way up the
approach slope to the par-3 green. Larry
wanted to lift and clean his ball and take
a free drop. Scott, another member of
the foursome said heck no, he specifically recalled reading a rule prohibiting
relief for a ball in a pitch mark.
Was Larry entitled to relief? What is
the correct ruling?
A. Assuming that Larry did not need
to lift the ball for identification, no,
he can not lift the ball, and even if
lifted for identification, he could not
clean the ball. The old play the ball
as it lies rule pertains.
B. Scott is half way correct, there is
no relief if your ball is in a pitchmark that was not of your making...a ball mark made by another
golfer. But that does not pertain in
this instance.
C. Yes Larry is entitled to relief. Larry
does not have to play his ball as it
lies. His ball was embedded in its'
own pitch mark. Larry can lift,
clean, and drop the ball without
penalty.
The answer is.................
C. Yes Larry is entitled to relief. Larry
does not have to play his ball as it lies.
His ball was embedded in its' own pitch
mark. Larry can lift, clean, and drop the
ball without penalty.
Rules 25-2. the embedded ball rule,
allows that a ball embedded in its own
pitch-mark in the ground in any closely

mown area through the green may be
lifted, cleaned and dropped, without penalty, as near as possible to the spot where
it lay but not nearer the hole.

The Funadmental Laws of Golf
Never try to keep more than 300 separate
thoughts in your mind during your swing.
When your shot has to carry over a water
hazard, you can either use one more club
or two more balls.
If you're afraid a full shot might reach the
green while the foursome ahead of you is
still putting out, you have two options: you
can immediately shank a lay-up or you can
wait until the green is clear and top a ball
halfway there.
The less skilled the player, the more likely
he is to share his ideas about the golf
swing.
No matter how bad you are playing, it is
always possible to play worse.
Everyone replaces his divot after a perfect
approach shot.
It's not a gimme if you're still away.
You can hit a two acre fairway 10% of the
time and a two inch branch 90% of the
time.
When you look up, causing an awful shot,
you will always look down again at exactly
the moment when you ought to start
watching the ball if you ever want to see it
again.
It's easier to get up at 6:00 AM to play golf
than at 10:00 AM to mow the grass.
A good drive on the 18th hole has stopped
many a golfer from giving up the game.
It takes longer to learn to be a good golfer
than it does to become a brain surgeon.
On the other hand, you don't get to ride
around on a cart, drink beer, eat hot dogs
when you are performing Brain Surgery !!!!

