CELEBRATING 19 YEARS OF SINGLES GOLF IN AMERICA

Chicago, Illinois Chapter - American Singles Golf Association - March 2012

A Letter From Our President,
Christine (Chris) E. Coyne:
Do you remember a year
ago when Chicago was hit by
that “lovely” blizzard in February? We certainly have been
able to dodge that occurrence
this winter. Have I spoken
too soon? In the meantime, our board has
been busy coming up with ways to keep
the group connected in the off-season with
a couple of socials. Look for details from
Penny Link, Social Chair on what’s been
happening and what is coming up in the
near future. Bill Forcade, Golf Chair has
done a superb job in securing plenty of
golfing opportunities for our group this
year. There will be a meeting for the coordinators in April. Check out what Bill has
to say about what is in store about upcoming events plus the coordinators meeting in
this newsletter. I want to give a special
thank you to Robin Rash for spearheading
the 2012 Spring Golf Trip that has been an
annual trip enjoyed by many in our group.
Your ASGA Board met at the Golf Dome
in Addison on February 19th. We discussed ways to provide opportunities for
people who might be interested in joining
our group to meet with some of our pre-

sent members. Mingles were the means
to check out the members before making
a day long commitment to playing golf.
They worked for a while but have not
been used on a regular basis lately. I
thought I would give prospective, new
and regular members a chance to get
together before the golf season starts.
On the second Friday of March and April,
I’ll be hosting a get together at The Village Cellar/ Wine Shop and Wine Bar at
24 W. Chicago Avenue, Hinsdale, IL
from 7 pm until 9 pm. The dates are
March 9 and April 13. Pass the word
around to anyone you think might be
interested in talking about our group over
a glass of vino. Beer is also served at
this place. (Please note that I am offering
to host the get togethers at the Hinsdale
location because I know the owner and
am familiar with the establishment.) It
would be hard for me to host in other
parts of Chicagoland area. If there are
others out there that think they would like
to host a casual ASGA meet-up, please
contact me. We would love your help
and your effort to spread the word about
our great group.
In closing, I want to remind you that we
will have another board meeting at the

Upcoming Events Include (see SinglesGolf.com/events)
• Wilmington's Beach Blast - Wilmington, NC - March 16-18,
2012. Details at www.SinglesGolf.com/BeachBlast
• Sacramento's Gold Country Classic - May 4-5, 2012.
• ASGA's Memorial Day Weekend Event - Location TBD.
Dates: May 24-27, 2012
Office Hours: 9:00am to 2:00pm, M-F (Eastern)
National Office: 704-889-4600 or 1-888-GOLFMATE

Dome on March 18, 2012 starting at 1 pm
followed by working on our golf game beginning at 3 pm. All are welcome.
Think Spring. It’s just around the corner!!!

A Report from Golf Chair, Bill
Forcade:
The Planning of the Golf Season is
Progressing
We are making progress with our 2012
season. So far we have confirmed dates
for a total of 30 rounds of golf at 25
courses (some of those 25 courses may
drop off if we cannot reach agreement on
the terms of the contracts, fees, and deposits.) Of those 26, we have final arrangements and signed contracts with 17
courses. By the Coordinators' meeting, we
should have 44 rounds of golf scheduled
for this year, 1 less than last year.
Overall, half of the courses we play will
be north of the I-290/I-88 demarcation line,
half will be south - a plan that matches our
membership distribution. The schedule
will have one Saturday event north and a
Sunday event south. The next weekend
the order would be reversed.
Current plans have about 25% of the
courses at high end courses, and 25% at

Next Mingle: Friday, March 9th, 2012
Mingle Location: The Village Cellar/Wine Shop
Our Website: www.ASGAChicago.org
(See next page for list of officers and board members.)
To join, renew dues, make a change of address, phone, etc.,
call National Hotline at left or go to www.SinglesGolf.com/join

Chicago Chapter
of the
American Singles Golf Association

President
Chris Coyne
cmec52@comcast.net
630-824-8588
Golf Chairperson
Bill Forcade
billforcade@sbcglobal.net
708-408-3582
Social Chairperson
Penny Link
plink2742@gmail.com
847-452-1995
Membership Chairperson
Kathy Marrafino
golfer_121@hotmail.com
708-691-2307
Communications Chairperson
Ken Kusumoto
no9642@yahoo.com
847-863-4296
Webmaster
Tim Ryan
tryan@dis.net
Treasurer
Michael Daugherty
mdaugherty@hotmail.com
630-926-7382
Newsletter
Jane Leary
jsleary@gmail.com
847-224-3644

Please check the Web Page for any
last minute changes
http://www.asgachicago.org/

below average costs. Half the courses
will be mid-price range courses. We
hope to be playing the majority of the
courses described as the "best Chicagoland courses" in various internet surveys,
if we can reach agreements on cost,
deposit and contract terms..
Issues with current course selection
The last few years have been financially difficult for area golf courses. While
most of their expenses have risen significantly, their fees have only risen modestly or not at all (for fear of losing attendance). Courses have responded to the
decreasing profit margins by becoming
more adamant about certain issues. We
can expect courses to enforce the "no
food or beverage brought to the course"
rule far more than in the past. In the past
if we were one or two people short of our
requested attendance, the course would
not charge us. Now we can expect to be
charged for any absentees at many
courses. Finally, courses have been
pushing to have ASGA assume liability
for any and all damage done on the
course by anyone from our outing (rather
than pursuing the individual who caused
the damage). ASGA does not have insurance or the financial resources to
accept that liability and we are working
very hard to get such terms removed
from the contracts. But we may lose one
or more courses if they cannot accommodate our concerns.
Coordinators' Meeting
The ASGA Coordinators' Meeting will
be held Saturday, April 21, 2012 at Nonnies Pizza, 1567 W. 75th Street Woodridge, IL at 5:00 pm. ASGA will cover
the cost of pizza, bread, salad and sodas
for those who register. Alcoholic beverages are not included and would be the
responsibility of each individual. In advance of the meeting ASGA must provide the restaurant with the number of
people who will attend, and we will be
charged for that number. We request
that you register for the Coordinators'
meeting by sending an e-mail prior to
April 1, 2012 to billforcade@
sbcglobal.net with the subject line
"Register for Coordinators' Meeting."
Those who do not register in advance
may be required to purchase their meal

from the menu. Please come and learn
about the 2012 course lineup. At the meeting you are encouraged to sign up as a
coordinator or assistant coordinator for
one or more of the events, bring your calendars.
Coordinators' Supply Boxes
Originally, we had 12 supply boxes for
the coordinators. A few of the boxes are
now missing. Please e-mail Bill Forcade,
billforcade@sbcglobal.net if you have one
of the supply boxes.

Upcoming Events:
Meet the Chicago ASGA Prez:
At the Village Cellar/ Wine Shop and Wine
Bar in Hinsdale on Friday, March 9 and
Friday, April 13 from 7 to 9 pm. Chris will
be providing one free glass of wine or
beer to prospective members. The Village
Cellar is located at 24 W. Chicago Avenue,
Hinsdale, IL, 630.325.8466
Wines For Humanity Wine Tasting &
Fondue Party
March 31st (change of date), 6:00 p.m.
Festivities will take place at Chris Coyne's
house in Hinsdale. Sample assorted recipes including cheese, meat, seafood and
vegetable fondues, not to mention delicious chocolate dessert fondues. Wine
Tasting will be offered by "Wines For Humanity" www.winesforhumanity.com and
will be available for purchase. Proceeds
for the event will go to P.A.D.S Chicago.
Let us know if you have a fondue pot that
we can use. RSVP to Chris Coyne at
cmec52@comcast.net and send your $20
check to Chris Coyne, 117 Maumell Street,
Hinsdale, IL 60521. We're looking forward
to seeing everyone at this exciting spring
event
Cinco de Mayo Kick-Off Dinner/Dance:
Come celebrate the start of the 2012
ASGA Golf Season with a Cinco de Mayo
Celebration on Saturday, May 5th at River
Bend Golf Club in Lisle. Traditional
Mexican fare will be served. Festivities will
begin at 6:00. Enjoy a Margarita and reconnect with your ASGA friends. Bring
those sombreros if you have them! The
course will be open for anyone who would
like to come out early and play. Save the
date, more information to follow.

We Had a Fun February
The Chili Cook-off at Cathy Hill's house
was a huge success. Who knew that there
are so many delicious varieties of chili !!!
More than 25 ASGA tasters sampled and
voted for their favorite chili recipe. After
tasting 7 assorted varieties of chili, Margaret Muller walked away with 1st prize with
her rendition of a classic style chili. The 1st
prize was a $25 gift certificate to none
other than Chili's restaurant. Martha
Staky introduced the group to a fun dice
game - LRC - and Wayne Thompson
walked away with the cash pot! Never
knew you could have so much fun with a
$3.00 bet! We will definitely include that
LRC game in future events !

From Tim Dowling, Handicap
Chairman
The golf season is just around the corner
so now is the time to renew your CDGA
membership. Didn’t have one in 2011…
then now is the time to join and start tracking your game.
The renewal process is quick and easy.
Just go to “your caddie” at www.CDGA.org
and click “renew”. The cost is $20 for
membership and a $2.50 Internet processing fee. At that time you can also upgrade
to Gold membership for an additional
$19.50. The Gold membership provides
you additional benefits including discounted green fees at Member Day
events, magazine discounts and you will
also earn “Loyalty Points” every time you
play a Member course. The loyalty points
can be used to purchase CDGA logo wear
and more.
If you were registered with another
CDGA club in 2011 or have gone more
than a year without renewing I can transfer
you to the ASGA Chicago Golf Club for
just $20. This is a savings of 30% over
most “green grass” member courses.
If you have never had a handicap, now is
the time to start. The benefits of having a
certified handicap include being able to
play in the ASGA Chicago Ryder Cup, the
Michigan Challenge and the Club Championships. Also, there are local CDGA
competitions and of course, travel destinations that require a certified handicap to
play their courses. The cost is only $20.
To get a registration form, go to
www.asgachicago.org click on “Event

Organizers” in the tool bar and click on
HandicapRegistrationForm.doc,
download the form, print it, fill it out and
mail it, along with a $20 check made out
to ASGA Chicago, to me at the address
on the form. I will register you and send
you directions to get yourself up and
running.
Also, the CDGA has developed a great
app so you can post scores, look up golf
courses, and see and print your Handicap Label. More information is available
at www.CDGA.org

About Our Members
Happy Birthday to these members:
Debora Braun - 03/12
Deborah Brice - 04/15
Tom Cech - 03/24
Lyn Dickinson - 03/14
Judi Loria - 04/09
Douglas MacFarlane - 03/13
Tom Metzger - 04/11
David Moretti - 03/31
Stephen Mueller - 03/02
Janet Nigrelli - 03/06
Elaine Nissen - 03/18
Nancy Pierz - 03/03
Carol Reichart - 03/26
Tim Ryan - 03/08
Madelon Silgalis - 03/02
Jay Thompson - 03/07
Denyse Vos - 04/02
Stephanie Whitman - 03/15
Peter Wisniewski - 03/04
These members are up for renewal:
(date shown is last day of membership)
Kimberly Armatys - 03/31/2012
John Bitner - 03/31/2012
Deborah Brice - 03/31/2012

Debra Brooks - 03/31/2012
Hank Calzaretta - 03/31/2012
Lyn Dickinson - 03/31/2012
Sharon Hillman - 03/31/2012
William Hsiung - 03/31/2012
Mary Joy - 03/31/2012
Paul Moss - 03/31/2012
Elaine Nissen - 03/31/2012
Barbara Panek - 03/31/2012
Karen Renzi - 03/31/2012
Tim Ryan - 03/31/2012
Maggie Smith - 03/31/2012
Bob Wier - 03/31/2012
Donna Wiggins - 03/31/2012
Barb Youngs - 03/31/2012
Welcome newest members:
Lori-Jo Fergle - Joined 01/17/2012
Donna Freeland - Joined 01/02/2012
Elyse Stuart - Joined 01/24/2012
These members recently renewed:
Dennis Cowhey
Lee Fayette
Carol Reichart
These members did not renew their
dues:
(date shown is date membership expired)
Carol Browne - 02/29/2012
Sue Cronin - 02/29/2012
Nancy Ellis - 02/29/2012
Dee Giese - 01/31/2012
Patrice Jordan - 01/31/2012
Joanne Klumpp - 01/31/2012
Ron McMahon - 01/31/2012
Yvette Mulryan - 01/31/2012
Margaret Quinn - 02/29/2012
Jim Voinovich - 02/29/2012
Our chapter currently has 177 members

